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TikTok could face £27m fine for failing to protect children’s privacy

Investigation finds video-sharing app may have breached UK data protection law
between 2018 and 2020

TikTok is facing the prospect of a £27m fine for failing to protect the privacy of children, the
UK’s data watchdog has said. An investigation conducted by the Information
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) found the video-sharing app may have breached data
protection law between May 2018 and July 2020. [ ... ]

If TikTok were to be fined this amount it would be the largest in the ICO’s history, exceeding
the record £20m handed to British Airways two years ago after an incident in 2018 that saw
the personal details of more than 400,000 customers compromised by hackers. The
maximum fine the ICO can impose would be based on a calculation of 4% of TikTok’s global
annual turnover.

The regulator’s “provisional view” is that TikTok may have processed the data of children
under the age of 13 without parental consent, and failed to provide proper information to its
users in a “concise, transparent and easily understood way”. The ICO also said TikTok may
have processed special category data — which includes ethnic and racial origin, political
opinions, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, trade union membership and genetic,
biometric or health data — without legal grounds to do so.

The information commissioner, John Edwards, said: “We all want children to be able to learn
and experience the digital world, but with proper data privacy protections. Companies
providing digital services have a legal duty to put those protections in place but our
provisional view is that TikTok fell short of meeting that requirement.”

The ICO said it had not reached a conclusion as to whether there had been a breach of data
protection law, or if a financial penalty would be imposed.

ANG-CG313



https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/oct/16/ba-fined-record-20m-for-customer-data-breach

	TikTok could face £27m fine for failing to protect children’s privacy
	Source : Adapted from www.theguardian.com

